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President’s Message 
 
Dear 2/4 Family, 
 
I hope you’re all well and that you’ve been enjoying your summer so far. 
 
Since the last newsletter, yours truly has taken on a new MOS – that of (kind of) Marine Corps cook. A bunch of local 
jarheads get together monthly for a tailgate SOS breakfast. Rain or shine, hail, sleet or snow, but every month. Our 
original cook (a retired LtCol!) moved to Texas earlier this year, so cooking up the SOS has now devolved to me. No 
food poisoning so far and I haven’t seen anyone spit it out, so I guess I’m doing OK. The one Corpsman who attends 
gave it his OK since, as he says, if we can eat ham and limas, we can eat anything. Assoc. stalwart Steve Krauss 
joined us for the July breakfast – now to convince Vic Taylor that it’s worth a 3-hour drive!! 
 
In the Milwaukee area, the 4th Annual PFC Ryan Jerabek Memorial Challenge Run took place on 8 August. Ryan 
served with 2/4 and was KIA, 6 Apr 2004 Operation Iraqi Freedom, Ramadi, Iraq. If you are in that area and would 
like more information for next year, please contact Ken & Rita Jerabek (www.jerabekchallenge.us) or write to: Rita 
Jerabek, 817 Brookwood West, Hobart, WI, 54155. Sorry, I don’t have a phone number. 
 
On 6 August, the battalion conducted a “Dining-In” at the South Mesa All-Hands Club, Camp Pendleton. The 
battalion also had a Family Day in June. There will be more about both later in the newsletter. 
 
Locally in Colorado, the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation hosted a golf tournament on 3 August in Aurora. You 
didn’t have to be a golfer (I’m not!) to attend. Excellent attendance and I got to renew an acquaintance with former 
ACMC Spider Nyland, Foundation President. 
 
Keeping in mind that the newsletter is only published 4 times a year (February, May, August and November), if you 
have Marine Corps-related events coming up in your area and want to “pass the word” to the 2/4 family, please let 
Editor Becky Valdez  know and she will be happy to mention them. 
 
Stay well and happy. I hope the rest of your summer is a blast! 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
Peter 
�
 
Family Day~ 
 
LtCol Wilcox Commanding Officer, BLT 2/4 hosted the Family Day event on June 20th at the San Mateo 
Gym, Camp Pendleton, Ca. 
Several local Churches participated by setting up booths with hundreds of gifts being given to the active duty 
families.  
BBQ lunch and Live Music were enjoyed by everyone.  
KIDS Activities included: 
Arts, crafts, bouncy house, games, playing with GUNS and climbing in TANKS/AAVs/HMMWVs!!!! 
Grand Prize Raffle: Two Marines won airplane tickets with the Advon to arrive back home from 
deployment 30 days early. 
-The 2/4 Assn. was represented by Frank and Becky Valdez along with Ray and Teresa Del Rio and Chris 
De Rose (owner of First Travel of California).  The booth they hosted was organized by Active Marine 
Anthony Devuono. Anthony gave 2/4 logo patches to everyone that completed a membership application.  11 
new members joined the association that day. Several others took applications home to complete at a later 
time. 
Becky donated two large gift baskets for the raffle and gave balloons to all of the children and Chris gave 
travel related gifts and bags to new applicants.  



Approximately two thousand people were in attendance. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
News from the CO~ 
 
Lt Col Andrew G. Wilcox is busy preparing the men for deployment the second week in September.  
For updates, please refer to the active battalion website.  
http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/div/5mar/2bn4/ 
There is a wealth of information here as well as the Active BN Newsletter “The Bastards Blurb”. 
If you have trouble finding the Bastards Blurb, please contact Chaplain Bareng 24/7 @ 949.412.1528 /  
ryan.bareng@gmail.com 
 
 
2/4 Assn. Website~�
 
Current Status: 
As you may recall, Jim Mazy has stepped down as Association webmaster. Jim has turned over ownership of the website (domain 
and such) to the Association and we are – as this newsletter is being released – working with the Internet Service Provider (ISP) to 
set up a new contract that will, among other things, give us greater capacity. Capacity has been one key problem. 
The other key problem has been that the software on which the site is written is no longer supported by Microsoft. We have 
engaged a website designer, recommended by Assoc. member Ken Sympson, to make some recommendations re: alternate 
software as well as design elements.  
There is still much to do but, with some persistence and some luck, we may be able to have the website up and running by year-
end. It may not have all the “bells and whistles” initially, but we’re taking it step by step. 
Peter Schlesiona 
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OUR Memorial Service for Darrell "Shifty" Powers.   
 
Shifty volunteered for the airborne in WWII and served with Easy Company of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, part of the 
101st Airborne Infantry. If you've seen Band of Brothers on HBO or the History Channel, you know Shifty. His character appears 
in all 10 episodes, and Shifty himself is interviewed in several of them. 
 
I met Shifty in the Philadelphia airport several years ago. I didn't know who he was at the time. I just saw an elderly gentleman 
having trouble reading his ticket. I offered to help, assured him that he was at the right gate, and noticed the "Screaming Eagle", 
the symbol of the 101st Airborne, on his hat. Making conversation, I asked him if he'd been in the 101st Airborne or if his son was 
serving. He said quietly that he had been in the 101st. I thanked him for his service, and then asked him when he served, and how 
many jumps he made. 
 
Quietly and humbly, he said "Well, I guess I signed up in 1941 or so, and was in until sometime in 1945 . . .” at which point my 
heart skipped. At that point, again, very humbly, he said "I made the 5 training jumps at Toccoa, and then jumped into Normandy . 
. . . Do you know where Normandy is?" At this point my heart stopped. 
 
I told him yes, I know exactly where Normandy was, and I know what D-Day was. At that point he said "I also made a second 
jump into Holland, into Arnhem." I was standing with a genuine war hero . . . . And then I realized that it was June, just after the 
anniversary of D-Day.  
 
I asked Shifty if he was on his way back from France, and he said "Yes. And it's real sad because these days so few of the guys are 
left, and those that are, lots of them can't make the trip." My heart was in my throat and I didn't know what to say. 
 
I helped Shifty get onto the plane and then realized he was back in Coach, while I was in First Class. I sent the flight attendant back 
to get him and said that I wanted to switch seats. When Shifty came forward, I got up out of the seat and told him I wanted him to 
have it, that I'd take his in coach. 
 
He said "No, son, you enjoy that seat. Just knowing that there are still some who remember what we did and still care is enough to 
make an old man very happy." His eyes were filling up as he said it. And mine are brimming up now as I write this. 
 
Shifty died on June 17 after fighting cancer. There was no parade. 
No big event in Staples Center. No wall-to-wall, back to back, 24x7 news coverage. No weeping fans on television. And that's not 
right. 
 
Let's give Shifty his own Memorial Service in our own quiet way.  
Rest in peace, Shifty. 
 
"A nation without heroes is nothing." 
Roberto Clemente 
(2/4 Pres. Note: Thanks, from your brother warriors, for all you did, Shifty!) 

Also: 

For a long time rumors have circulated that Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg were collaborating on a World War II: Pacific 
Theater/Marine Corps HBO mini series in the same spirit of their highly respected Band of Brothers. This is no longer a rumor. In 
2010, it will air on HBO as a ten part mini-series. 
 
The Pacific is based on the books “With the Old Breed”, by Eugene Sledge, which was hailed by historian Paul Fussell as one of 
the finest memoirs to emerge from any war, and “Helmet for My Pillow”, by Robert Leckie (recipient of the 
Marine Corps Combat Correspondents Annual Award), as well 
as original interviews conducted by the filmmakers. 
 
The miniseries follows Kilo Company, 3rd Bn, 5th Marines. Specifically, it tracks the odysseys of three Marines - Robert Leckie 
(played by James Badge Dale), Eugene Sledge (played by Joe Mazzello) and John Basilone (played by Jon Seda) - 
across the vast canvas of the Pacific. The extraordinary experiences of these men and their fellow Marines take them from the first 
clash with the Japanese in the jungles of Guadalcanal, through the impenetrable rain forests of 
Cape Gloucester, across the blasted coral strongholds of Peleliu, up the black sands of Iwo Jima, through the killing fields of 
Okinawa, to the triumphant return home after V-J Day. 
 
Watch the Official HBO Trailer at�� ������������	
��
��
�
���������������

�����  

 
 
 

2/4 MEMORIAL BRICK(S) ORDER FORM 



 
You have the unique opportunity to place one or more engraved bricks around the 2d Bn, 4th Marines Monument in Semper Fidelis 
Memorial Park next to the National Museum of the Marine Corps. The cost is $330 per brick. (The additional $30 is to pay for 
installation costs).  If you wish to participate, complete the following; 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
Your Name (Print in block letters or use address label)                                  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Address                                              City                                         State                                          Zip 
 
------I have completed the engraving information on the reverse side 
 
PAYMENT INFORMATION       
 
 Total number of bricks ordered_____ X $330 = ______ 
 

Please make check or money order payable to: 
2/4 Association Memorial Bricks 

Mail your check and this order form to: 
2d Bn 4th Marines Memorial Bricks 

Post office Box 6511 
Concord, NC 28027 

 
 
NOTE: YOUR ORDER AND PAYMENT WILL BE HELD IN THE 2/4 ASSOCIATION TREASURY UNTIL 194 
APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.  THEN ALL 194 ORDERS AND ALL PAYMENTS WILL BE SENT TO THE 
MARINE CORPS HERITAGE FOUNDATION.  YOU WILL RECEIVE A PROOF COPY OF YOUR ENGRAVING BEFORE 
IT IS ENGRAVED ON THE BRICK 
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My name is Jim Barnett, and I am a retired Marine First Sergeant. I have formed a committee of former Marines, through 
the Seagoing Marine Association, authorized by LtGen.  Ron Christmas of the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation, to have 
a statue built to honor LtGen. Lewis "Chesty" Puller. It will be the first statue ever built to honor this great Marine, and 
we feel that it is long past due. It will be placed at a special site at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico. 

We would greatly appreciate it if you would join our team and disseminate this to any and all that you feel might help us in 
this worthwhile effort. If every one that you send this to would then send it to all of their friends, that would be fantastic. 
An article about our project has appeared in the November 2008 issue of "Leatherneck" magazine, and in a December 
2008 issue of "Marine Corps Times". Marines have always been known to help their fellow Marines in need, and that is 

why I am asking for your help. 
����
����
����

����

MARINES & FRIENDS OF “CHESTY” 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP. The drawing you see here is a statue we are going 
to have built, and be erected on the grounds of the National Marine Corps 
Museum at Quantico.  It will be the first ever done to honor one of the 
greatest Marines ever to wear our uniform, LtGen Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller.  
This is a call to arms to all who have ever said the immortal words, 
“Goodnight Chesty, wherever you are.”  Let your fellow Marines, friends, 
relatives, and all others know of this worthwhile endeavor.  All of the people 
involved in this project are former Marines, including the sculptor. 

�
Please send your tax-free donations to: 
“CHESTY” PULLER STATUE FUND 



CANYON COMMUNITY BANK  
CATALINA BRANCH  

P.O. BOX 37170 
TUCSON, AZ 85740. 

�
�
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YOU CAN CONTACT ANY OF THE BELOW LISTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 

 
1STSGT JIM BARNETT USMC (RET) 
(541) 672-5385  
E-MAIL firstsgtjrbusmc@peoplepc.com 
 
DON MAURER – (USMC 1965–71) 
(330) 854-4633  
E-MAIL marinesgte5usmc@att.net 
 
MSGT CORBY GORMAN USMC (RET) 
(309) 699-5100  
E-MAIL corby3@sbeglobal.net 
 
FLOYD NEWKIRK (USMC 1951–55 ) 
(757) 340-9801  
E-MAIL fnewkirk1@cox.net 
 
All of the above can be verified by going to the Seagoing Marines Website: www.seagoingmarines.com 
If we can help you in any way, please let us know. We would like to see that this part of our Marine Corps history gets built to 
honor this great marine warrior. We look forward to hearing from you on this.  
Semper Fi & “Goodnight “Chesty”, Wherever You Are” 
1st Sgt. Jim Barnett, USMC (Ret) firstsgtjrbusmc@peoplepc.com  
 
Publicity/Public Relations Manager~  
 
Board Member DICK MORRIS from NC will be taking over the PR for our reunion and Association announcements and 
releases. Long-time manager Phil Ciofalo will continue to assist Dick with advice and counsel, but Phil is looking forward to 
taking it easy these days. 
We wish Phil all the best and send our thanks for all his help over the years. 
Peter Schlesiona 
 
 
Mardi Gras Cruise~ 
 
Ride the waves with General and Sara Livingston on February 6-13, 2010.  
As the 2010 King and Queen of O’Houligan’s Ball, General and Sara will reign over the festivities as we sail the 
Caribbean. This special Mardi Gras Cruise sails out of New Orleans on February 6th for eight days and seven nights of 
music and merriment.  
Join Danny O’Flaherty, Finbar Furey, Brian Gaffney and the Lone Star Ceili Band as they set sail aboard the Carnival 
Triumph.  
In addition to the private entertainment package included with this tour, you will also have time to experience the 
exciting onboard activities and the new ports of call Key West, FL. Nassau and Freeport. Bahamas. The highlight of 
the week at sea is sure to be O’Houligan’s Ball, a Mardi Gras escapade, Irish style.  
To secure your spot on this exclusive cruise contact:  Bobbe Petreikis AAA Travel  2445 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 
200 Metarie, Louisana 70002  (800) 452-7198  ext 6232   bpetreikis@aaamissouri.com or visit Bobbe Petreikis 
www.travelceltic.com 
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2 ND BATTALION, 4 TH MARINES ASSOCIATION 

2010 REUNION - PLEASANTON, CA 
1-5 SEPTEMBER 2010 

 
The 2010 reunion will be held in Pleasanton, California, which is located just east of the San Francisco Bay Area in the Livermore 
Valley.  
 

* SCHEDULE OF EVENTS * 
 
 
Wednesday (1 September) 
1200 - 1600 : Registration 
1200 - 1800 : Hospitality room open 
Thursday (2 September) 
0900 - 1600 : Registration 
0900 - 1430 : Hospitality room open 
0900 - 1430 : Open for sightseeing in the Bay Area 
1500 - 1630 : Business meeting / election of officers at Alameda County Fairgrounds 
1630 - 1730 : Memorial service at Alameda County Fairgrounds 
1800 - 2100 : Evening social (no host bar and dinner) at Alameda County Fairgrounds 
Friday (3 September) 
0800 - 2400 : Open for sightseeing in the Bay Area 
NOTE: A visit to the Marines Memorial Club, 609 Sutter Street, San Francisco for lunch or dinner is highly recommended 
1300 - 1700 : Hospitality room open 
Saturday (4 September) 
0800 - 1830 : Scottish Games at Alameda County Fairgrounds 
1800 - 2200 : Annual banquet at Faz Restaurant, Four Points Sheraton - Pleasanton 
Sunday (5 September) 
0800 - 1830 : Scottish Games at Alameda County Fairgrounds 
1930 - 2200 : Hospitality room open 
2000 - 2400 : Band party at San Ramon Marriott (optional for those loving pipe band music) 
Monday (6 September) 
Depart for home or other points of interest 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY... 
If you are seriously thinking of attending the 2010 reunion, please consider giving our host, 
Brooks Wilson, a heads up by cutting this out and mailing it to him at: 
2430 Herndon Avenue, Apt. 103 
Clovis, California 93611 
or contacting him via phone at (559) 298-3094, or via e-mail at brooks@adanceoflight.com . 
NAME:_____________________________ NUMBER OF GUESTS: __________ 
This will help Brooks in his planning for rooms, the social and banquet evenings, tickets for the Scottish Games, etc. Thank you! 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Seahorses carry the following significances: 
  

·  Patience  
·  Friendliness  
·  Protection  
·  Inflexibility  
·  Perspective                                                                                                      
·  Generosity/Sharing  
·  High-Perception  
·  Persistence  
·  Contentment  

�
�

A relatively calm and mild-mannered creature, the seahorse is seemingly content to roam the seas. Their bodies are geared for ambling-
type motion - not for speed. Thus, they are symbolic of patience and contentment - they are happy with being where they are, and are 

in no hurry for advancement.  
Further testimony to these attributes is the lack of evolution of the seahorse’s body style. They have remained with this body style 
without change since their inception. Content to be who they are, and not feeling the need to change - these are a few profound 

lessons the seahorse provides us.  
However, along with a resistance to change, and a carefree approach to progress, the seahorse can be a symbol of inflexibility or 

stubbornness. To wit, the seahorse wraps its tail around the nearest object in order to anchor itself in turbulent waters. This is a lesson 
to be persistent in our goals, but be mindful that we are not too inflexible or stubborn in our achieving them.  

A unique aspect of the seahorse is that the male is impregnated by the female and carries the offspring to term. This is a message of 
sharing the load in the home, and gaining perspective of both sides (genders) of an argument or situation.  

The seahorse has a boney exoskeleton which is a message of protection. Often when the seahorse comes to us it is a sign that we either 
need protection from our external circumstances, or we are building walls that aren’t needed. Their armor-bodies are a sign that 

sometimes we might need to let our guard down - or perhaps we are leaving too open to get hurt.  
Lastly among the long list of symbolic meaning of the seahorse and its lessons is the idea of perception. The eyesight of the seahorse is 

incredibly sharp, and each eye moves independently. We take this as a symbolic message of perception and awareness of those 
around us and our situations. When we are lost or confused, the seahorse asks us to take a good look around - not just with our 

physical eyes but with our spiritual eyes in order to get a better perspective of the situations. 
 
 
 

Membership Applications for the Second Battalion, Fourth Marines Association 
Can be obtained by contacting the Membership Chairman: 

 
Peter Schlesiona, 6915 Peppertree Lane, Niwot, CO 8 0503 

303-652-0681 or charlievons@comcast.net  
����
����

Annual membership dues can be mailed to (payable to “2/4 Association”) and application to: 
 

Second Battalion, Fourth Marines, Association 
P.O. Box 6511 

Concord, N.C. 28027 
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Dining In~  
 President of the Mess, Lt Col Wilcox, scheduled a Dining In (Mess) for the Staff Non-Commissioned Officers and Officers of BLT 
2/4 on Thursday, 6 August 2009 at The South Mesa Club, Camp Pendleton. 
The purpose of the Dining In is to engender comradeship and esprit de corps throughout the BLT through pleasant conversation and a 
good meal.   
  First Lieutenant Robert A. Lee was assigned the task of Vice President of the Mess. 
B..Gen William (Wild Bill) Weise was the Guest of Honor with several former 2/4 marines as support. 
 

HISTORY OF THE MESS 
 

 The tradition of formal military banquets to celebrate victories, date back to the Roman Legions. The legions held great 
banquets to celebrate their past victories or to parade the prizes of their most recent enterprise. Down through the ages, officers have 
been in the custom of enjoying each other's company at dinner and on special occasions. In the Sixth Century, the Knights of the 
Round Table had similar gatherings. Many of the customs employed in our current Messes Night come to us from the officers' messes 
of the Royal Marines and the Regimental messes of the British Army. Throughout the years, various changes in format have been 
effected both by practicality and the unique character of the Corps. 
  "Gallantry and comradeship in arms have enabled our small Corps to build a name for itself that is known throughout the world, 
feared by our enemies and respected by every military service in existence. This name was not easily won, and we of the Corps should 
not allow ourselves to forget how it was accomplished, nor should we allow others to forget. The maintenance of traditional discipline, 
gallantry and love of Corps is our duty. We must see that the same high standards of respect and prestige are not only maintained but 
strengthened. It must be passed on to the future Marines who will take our place among the ranks of the Corps, and look with pride on 
what we have accomplished." 
  Aside from the tales and traditions of miscellaneous dinners, the traditions of Mess Nights, as we know them, come from the Fourth 
Marine Regiment, then stationed in Shanghai.  The Regimental swimming coach, Captain Lemuel Shepard, was invited to the Mess of 
the Second Battalion, Scots Guards. His Commanding Officer, Colonel Davis, was so impressed with what he learned of the Mess 
from Captain Shepard, that soon thereafter the first Marine Corps Mess Night was held in 1928. 
  Probably the first formal Mess Night to be held after World War II was conducted in 1953 by officers of the Third Regimental 
Combat Team, then in Japan, under the Command of Colonel Robert H Williams. The occasion for this particular evening was the visit 
made to the area by General Lemuel Shepard, then Commandant of the Marine Corps. Thereafter, members of the Third Marines 
continued to enjoy Mess Nights. When Colonel Williams was transferred to Marine Barracks, Eighth and I, the custom was 
reestablished at the Command. 
The Marines responsible for the toasts were as follows:  
First Toast- 1st Lt McGill, Second Toast- SSgt Meath, Third Toast- 2nd Lt Blum, Fourth Toast- SSgt Karasik, Fifth Toast- SSgt 
Robledo, Sixth Toast- GySgt Somers, Seventh Toast- SSgt Kelly, Eighth Toast- 2nd Lt Noe, Ninth Toast- SSgt Cochrane, Tenth Toast- 
SSgt Borutta, Eleventh Toast- SSgt Koi, Twelfth Toast- 2nd Lt Muse 
 
 

 
Gen. Weise                                   Lt. Col Wilcox                         Sgt. Maj. Massey           Jim Williams             Ray Del Rio 
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Kirby Mills                                                      Gen Weise                                  Chaps Bareng                      Gen. Weise 
 

 
 
Our very own 2/4 Color Guard (arranged by Anthony DeVuono) and escorted by Sgt. Maj. Massey, did a magnificent job 
presenting the colors at the Porsche Concours in Dana Point, CA.  
 My employers (Chris and Dick De Rose) at First Travel of California are also the Presidents of the local Porsche 
Club. Eighty One cars in pristine condition were being judged.  The winner received a trip to Jamaica. 
Pictured are the men with a PORSCHE TRACTOR! 
The men received a Photo CD of the event.�
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