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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our USMC Birthday edition cannot be quite as celebratory this
year as we honor the memory of L/Cpl Benjamin Schmidt
(KIA - 10/6/11). Rest In Peace, Younger Brother.

Our 23rd Annual Reunion in Branson was terrific - and many
thanks to host Ken Lambton for all his efforts. We had quite a
few people join us for the first time, the hotel was very, very
nice, the BBQ was truly fantastic, the weather could not have
been better - AND - we got a special treat by being able to
see Bran=n's long-delayed fireworks display. We had perfect
viewing for that. | should also mention that brother Mike
Castle received an Association award for ALL his excellent
work on the newsletter and our Networking website. Thanks
again, Mike! I hope to see all of you - and many more
brothers and sisters - at the 2012 Reunion..... speaking of
which:

September 5to 9, San Diego/Camp Pendleton more about
that within this newsletter.

Also in this newsletter are the minutes of the 2011 Board and
General Membership meetings, which will give you a pretty
thorough overview of what was accomplished since last year.
Most gratifying, to me anyway, is the increase in membership.
Some of you are probably in contact with 2/4 brothers who
have never joined, or dropped out of, the Association. | can
only urge you to give them a little "push" to sign up. As I've
mentioned before, we're one of the most (if not THE most)
active battalion-size organizations in the MarCor "family" of
organizations. Our websites have gotten a lot of compliments
from outsiders and | think it's fair to say we've come full -
circle, in a manner of speaking, as we've re-bonded with old
friends and bonded with new friends through the Association.

As mentioned in the August newsletter, the Battalion
deployed to Afghanistan in early September and we are, of
course, undertaking an effort to provide them with CARE
packages overthe course of the deployment, more on that,
too, within the news letter.
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All of us are still in awe of the
outstanding work done by brother
Dan Waggoner on the Memorial
videos - Vietham and Iraq - and the
recent a dditions for Cpl.
Christopher Boyd and L/Cpl.
Schmidt. | want to remind everyone
that if you have personal pictures of
any of the Marines and Corpsmen
for whom we don't already have
one, please contact Dan so that
they can be scanned and added.
Any picture will do - it does not
have to be a formal "head and
shoulders" picture.

Center Picture 11969 o0is Dan Waggoner AWAGGSO0

Since this will be my last "Holiday" (USMC Birthday through Christmas/New Years)
message as president, | want to take a minute to zero -in on the other holiday
between those and make this a

Thanksgiving”; | want to thank you all for the outstanding support you give to yo ur
brothers and sisters of the Association

- the fantastic support you give to the officers a nd directors of the Association
- the amazing support you've given to the activities involving our youn ger Bastard
brothers

- and, certainly, the friendship and brotherhood that we all continue to share.

Bull Fisher knew what he was doing when he gave us our nickname - you are all truly
MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS!! | wish you all peace and joy for Thanksgiving, for Christmas or
Hannukah or the holiday of your faith, and a wonderful 2012.

Semper Fi and God bless you.

Peter W. Schlesiona



Cpl. Christopher Boyd
KIA Augus 2

Cpl. Christopher Boyd KIA 19 September 2010

L/Cpl. Benjamin Schmidt
KIA October 6, 2011

L/Cpl. Ben jamin Schmidt KIA, 6 October 2011 - Golf, 2/4

From Association Rolls:

Norman Albertson
Vicente Aguilar
Michael Baker
Charles Bollinger
Richard Hendrix
James Jacobs
Charles Perriguey, Jr.



Board and General Membership Meeting Minutes
8 September 2011

Board and General Membership Meeting Minutes- 8 September 2011

1. Board Meeting

As there was not a quorum present, no new business was discussed. Moreover, there has been no
proposals, motions or potential new issues presented to the Board beforehand for consideration. The
meeting, therefore, was primarily a financial review from Treasurer Jim Swann and a review of
activities and accomplishments since the 2010 Board Meeting.

Present were: Jim Swann, Phil Skaggs, Pat Burns and Peter Schlesiona

The Board meeting commenced at 0900 and concluded at 0920.

2. General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by the president at 0930 and began with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Financial report was given by Treasurer Jim Swann, who noted that our annual income continues to
be less than our annual expenditures. Overall, however, our financial position is generally healthy.
Copies of the current Income & Expense Report were provided to all attendees.

Given that no new business had been brought before the Board, the rest of this meeting, too, was
primarily a review of activities and accomplishments since 2010.

a. It was announced that, from October 2010 until 1 September 2011, the Association had gained 25
new (or returning) members. Jim Swann changed that n umber to 27 by handing in 2 more
applications just received. Total membership (Life and Annual Members) is now 387 (after transfer of
2 members to the "In Memoriam " roster).

b. Reviewed the results of the Flag Auction, held during Sept/Oct 2010. A total of $1,000 was raised
and presented to the Battalion to help conduct their 2010 Birthday Ball.

c. Comment was made about the 1965 thru 1969 Memorial Videos created by brother Dan Waggoner.
It was announced that, as a result of feedback from members once th is got started, we were able to
account for another 17 fallen Corpsmen and another 10 Marines not previously identified. It was
explained to the audience that we had never been sure that our Corpsman list was complete - having
been unsuccessful in getting a complete list from the Navy. We are still not 100% certain, but feel
reasonably certain that all have now been accounted for.

It was also noted, in connection with this that brother Dan Waggoner, by unanimous approval of the
Board, was sent a 2/4 beer stein as thanks for his wonderful efforts. He was given a round of
applause by the audience.

c. Comment was made about the completion (*) of the Memaorial Bricks project surrounding the 2/4
Monument on the grounds of the Marine Corps Museum. All of the required bricks had been sold and
the project is now 99% finished (see below).

(*) The audience was reminded that, in the case of the final 30 bricks, blank "filler" bricks had been
put in place temporarily. Those 30 bricks are still being engraved and will re place the fillers in April or
May 2012, when the weather permits.



d. Election results were formally announced (effective with the 2012 reunion):

President: Jim Mazy
Vice-President: Steve Wilson
Treasurer: Jim Swann
Secretary: Mike Castle
Sqgt-at-Arms: Pat Burns
Directors: Jim Rogers

Brooks Wilson
Peter Schlesiona (as immediate past president)

Further note was made - to again give proper recognition - that 8 bricks were purchased by donation
of the National VFW HQ, honoring the fallen 2/4 brothers.

d. Comments were made about the revival of the Association PX. Currently available are:
- 2/4 Crest decals

- 2/4 Crest Magnets

- 2/4 Beer Steins

- Corpsman Beer Steins

and 2/4 patches (made in advance of the reunion) will be added.

Pins will NOT be available for mail order because they are too awkward to mail (too much special
handling/packaging required). They will continue to be available at reunions.

e. Announcement was made that, as of the reunion, there were 241 people signed on to ou r
networking website. There was general agreement that creation of this website has been a very
positive step for the Association.

f. Announcement was made that efforts to fill in the gaps in our historical list of battalion sergeants
major have already produced some results. The current SgtMaj - Keith Williams - is personally
involved but, obviously, has had to pend any further work during the deployment..

As a side-bar, it was noted that we were notified of one SgtMaj who had not been listed - most likely
because he served as Bn. SgtMaj for a total of 4 days. As was explained to us, he arrived, was lightly
wounded two days later and returned to duty, then more seriously wounded two days after that and
med-evac'd.

g. Announcement was made that the primary 2/4 website continues to be the mainstay of the
Association. Since the last reunion, a section for "Members By State" was added, as well as several
new links of potential interest to Association members.

h. Final note was made that efforts to identify a Il Plank-Owners of the Association resulted in updating
3 more names.

Discussions:

a. Brother Tom Kilduff began a short discussion on attracting new members, added to by newly -
connected brother Don Neal. This led to an important point that, following th e 2012 reunion, efforts
should be made to avoid scheduling reunions during months (September, as an example) that would
make it difficult for younger Marines to attend due to such things as school schedules, etc. The
president commented that this was a very valuable reminder since the bulk of the existing
membership is past such concerns and we tend to forget about them.



b. Brother Ray Wyatt noted the passing of brother Richard Hendrix.
Motion was called to adjourn by Ray Wyatt, seconded by multiple members.

Meeting was adjourned at 1017.

%‘?" Battalion Contact Information

Here are the addresses that can be used if you wish to make contact with the battalion during the
deployment. Obviously, LtCol Bill Vivian, SgtMaj Keith Williams and Gaplain Lt Carl Stamper are in
H&S Co.

(Headquarters and service Company) (H&S Co)

RANK FULL NAME (1stSgt Trace Bolding and Capt William Patrick )
2/4 H&S UNIT 40283

FPO AP 964270283

(Echo Company)

RANK FULL NAME (1stSgt Michael Martinet and Capt GeoegFlynn)
2/4 E CO UNIT 40285

FPO AP 964270285

(Fox Company)

RANK FULL NAME (1stSgt Raymond Velasquez and Capt Aaron Awtry)
2/4 F CO UNIT 40290

FPO AP 964270290

(Golf Company)

RANK FULL NAME (1stSgt Adam Bala and Capt Thaddeus Drake)
2/4 G CO UNIT 402%

FPO AP 964270295

(Weapons Company)

RANK FULL NAME (1stSgt Andrew Goulding and Capt Ryan Schramel)
2/4 WPNS CO UNIT 40300

FPO AP 964270300



Message from the Battalion

Dear 2/4 Families,

The Magnificent Bastards finished mig into our Area ofOperations thisveek and the Marines'
spirits ae high. We are receivinggnod turnovefrom 3d
Battalion, 2d Marines, the Camp Lejetin@sed unit ware
relieving. It's clear that after months of training our Marines a
excited to finally put their skills to es The professionals of

3/2 puta lot of effortinto preparing for our turnovend it is
goingsmoothly.

With so much travelig taking placehese first few weeks
we've hacthallenges communicating. For thage/ou
experiencing your firsieployment, I'd like you to know this i
normal and to bexpected. Inthe coming weeks we will settle
into our routine and more regulapdaes will be forthcoming,
both fom the battalion and from yoiarine or Sailor. With
two battaliors here in the AO communicatioaquipment

LTCOL W. H. VIVIAN . . .
Commaniing Officer 2nd Battalon, 4t Mrines (phones and computers) areagiremium as we're sharing all

of our gear. As 3/2 starts to depart, this situatidhegise. As
we discussed at the paeployment Town HalMeetings many of the positiol&re are austere and
have limited connestity back to the US. We remasommitted to our plan to make sweeeryone
gets a chance to make petiocontact with home.

| realize questions came up about daployed mailing addresses. Ténginal addresses that were
sent out are the correct addresses; iflyad a package returned to you, mostijikkis happened
because it wasent too early and the address was noaggte. We have already begreceiving
mail here in Afghanistan that was sent after we deployed.

The overwhelming impression that Sergeant Major Williams and | shdratithe Marines and
Sailors of 2/4 aredcused and working hard as tHegrn theirduties here. The weather is helping
right now, with cool

mornings and afternoon high temperatures in the low 90s, which islmetteln than we experienced
this summer in 29 Palms. All the Magnificdddistards are getting used to their new surroundings
andare glad to get

started on the mission. They worked hard to get ready, and nowehathere are off to a good
start.

SemperFidelis,

LtCol Bill Vivian



Battalion Care Packages

This is being written about a week before publication - so the numbers may change by the time you
receive this but, as of today we have collected more than $1200.00 to use for our Care packages to

the battalion. One shipment, of several thousand baby wipes, has already been made and a second,
of boot socks, will be made during the week ending October 29th.

For you members who do not have e-mail, this is a note | recently sent to all e -mail members.............

L ¢Syid (2 Y& 20t 6ARHEEE BISREABY Il yR2UKSEAU¥R2§2 S
A0FNISR 0@ LRAYUGAYT YS (2 GKSANI/2NLIR2NFGS 1v abD
note. The other part of what she explained to me is what | want to pass on to.yau...

Local stores are allowed to make donations of only a $25.00 gift card (apparently, this is what all or most r
stores now do). | picked up the one card today and immediately purchased several thousand baby wipes t
will send off to the baflion this week.

lyeglex tf GKS ad2NBa KIFI@gS | F2N¥Y (dKS@&dtft I aj
form and it should answer all their questions excéptyour name and contact infevhich you should provide
0S0lIdzaS GKFdUa ¢KI G YIFYOUAWANTITO DO PHiEade go tdygur lockl Sarged S
and submit a donation request. Thet Y R L NBIFf AT S GKSNBX Aa +y StSYS
buy myself difetime supply of Cocoa Pufsi SY R G KS 3IAF0O OFNRa G2 YS | yF
requested by the Bn. | can work out the shipping costs with Jim Swann and he won't have several dozen c
more people sending him Post Office receipts fomtmirsement. With regard to these cards, the only thing
2dzNJ O2f t SOUA2Yy gAff KI@S G2 LI& F2NI A& 0KS AKAL
we still have the rest of the $$ collected to get other stuff and keep this uptbeeduration of the

deployment.

This is entirely up to you if you want to do it or not. By the way, | have no doubt other major stores do this,
but if you decide to approach any of them, check with me first. For example, there are ne\Riggly sores
anywhere near me (maybe not anywhere in CO), so | would have no use for their card.

And here is the text of the donations request letter you can use:

The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc. is at@mpt organization (501c19, ID#-3120488) and we
are providing support to the activeuty battalion currently deployed in Afghanistan.

We are requesting a donation that will be used to purchase various products, such as:

Baby Wipes

Foot Powder

Boot Socks

Power Bars/Protein Bars

Electrolyte Bwder mix

& NUTS, of all kinds (peanuts, cashews, pistachio, almonds,vetiach have been requested by the battad.



2012 Reunion Planning

The 2012 reunion will be held in San Diego/Camp Pendleton from 5 to 9 September 2012.

Hotel accommodations will be provided by:

DoubleTree by Hilton San Diego i Hotel Circle

1515 Hotel Circle South, San Diego, CA 92108 | DoubleTreeHotelCircle.com
619-881-6900 | Fax: 619-881-6890

Room rate for a single or double will be $99.00 per night

Room rate for triple/quad will be $109.00 per night

The code to use for making reservations is simply: 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines

Detailed planning of events over the course of the reunion will not be entirely possible until the battalion
returns from deployment. CO Bill Vivian and SgtMaj Keith Williams certainly have far greater priorities on their
respective plates, so a lot of such details will be provided in future newsletters. If necessary, we will provide
special notices by postal mail and e-mail.

Reunion registration forms will be provided in either the May 2012 newsletter or by special notice. We cannot
reasonably expect to have all the details settled before then.

0 2011 Association Reunion Pictures
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